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“Pour un Etat de Droit, la Democratie et l’Egalité de chances” ; "For the rule of law, democracy and equal opportunity"

PRESS RELEASE
INGABIRE UMUHOZA VICTOIRE’S CASE BEFORE THE AFRICAN COURT ON HUMAN
AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS: A HEADACHE FOR THE RWANDAN GOVERNMENT

Mrs. Ingabire Umuhoza Victoire, Chair of UDF-INKINGI opposition political party in Rwanda,
detained in Kigali central prison, is to appear before The African Court on Human and Peoples’
Rights in Arusha, on March 4th, 2016. In the meantime, the government of Rwanda, which is a party
to trial, is subjecting her to various forms of inhumane and degrading treatment as if to break her
morale and make it hard to prepare her case properly.
Since Friday, February 5, 2016, the prison management has once again refused to allow her lawyer
GATERA Gashabana to meet her in order to prepare her case.
We would like to recall that since Friday, January 29, 2016, the prison management has reduced the
number of people who can visit her from 5 to one person per week. This limitation applies to her
only.
On November 30th, 2015, her lawyer GATERA Gashabana, asked the President of the Kigali Bar
Association to intervene and ask the Rwandan government to stop all the inhumane and degrading
treatment of his client. Nothing has been done so far. In the opinion of lawyer Gatera, the
molestation including the search of the lawyer and the reading of his legal notes constitute an
unacceptable breach of international principles and rules protecting the legal profession.
Further to the first refusal of lawyer Gashabana’s visit, the conditions of detention of political
prisoner Ms. Victoire Ingabire has deteriorated, this includes, painting black the windows of her
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Tel : (+250)728636000, (+32)478973762, (+33)650293997, (+44)7982381717, info@fdu-rwanda.com
http://fdu-rwanda.com,
http://victoire-ingabire.com
Join us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Victoire-Ingabire-Umuhoza-for-President/109504816547 - Watch
us on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/FDUInkingi123 - Follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/VictoireUmuhoza

prison cell in order to stop any natural light filtering into the cell, a vicious measure that we fear
could lead to blindness.
While for medical reasons, her meal is brought in from outside the detention facility, the prison
management has begun to systematically search the food brought by relatives of Mrs. Victoire
Ingabire. Thus, in the process of checking the food under the pretext of looking for weapons or
other prohibited items, a prison management official has systematically turns the food around in
the container in a way that could make it look unpalatable to her, ostensibly to humiliate her and
break her morale.
The paroxysm of the persecution is now the downright refusal of any contact between Mrs. Victoire
Ingabire Umuhoza and her lawyer. The UDF- Inkingi sends an SOS message to governments, friends
of the people of Rwanda and human rights organizations to:
 Remind the inalienable and sacred right to a fair trial;
 Remind the Government of Rwanda of its obligations regarding the treatment of prisoners;
 Denounce human rights violations suffered by Mrs. Victoire Ingabire;
 Remind the Rwandan government of its obligation to transport the complainant before her
judges to Arusha in the best possible conditions;
 Remind the Government of Rwanda the absolute right of Mrs. Ingabire to meet and work
with her defense team on her case;
 Support the appeal of FDU-Inkingi to the Commission of the African Union to take into
account the obstacles that the Rwandan government imposes the proper judicial process.
Done in London, February 9th, 2016
Justin Bahunga
Commission for External Relations and Spokesperson FDU-Inkingi
jbahunga@yahoo.co.uk
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